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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


OFFSHORE DRILLING PLANS--The managing director of Weeks Australia, Mr Art Nedom, 
said at a Press briefing yesterday that the company's exploration work in the 
coming year would cost about $7 million. The main interest of the company in 
the short term was the offshore zone NP-P26, near the North West Shelf, which 
vas centred about the Puffin oil find. Drilling in the area would begin early 
in 1982 back-to-back with work on the adjacent NT-P2 permit area. Mr Nedon, 

who is also chairman of Weeks Petroleum, said arother important area of interest 
for the international group was the East China Sea permit area JDZ, where drilling 
of JDZ 2 was near completion. The well had showed a thick column of hydrocarbon 
which had yet to be evaluated, but the large permit area had shown 42 drillable 
structures. In the past year, the internaticnal group had increased its areas 
from less that four million to more than 16 million acres. [as published] 

[By Michael Gill] [Excerpt] [Melbourne THE AGE in English 2 Dec 81 p 25] 


PRAWN BAN DEFIANCE--The Queensland Government is facing a confrontation with north 
Queensland prawn fishermen over an embargo on waters around the Torres Strait 
islands. A spokesman for the Commercial Fishermens Association said yesterday 
members would defy the ban if necessary, and resist any attempts by the authori- 
ties to remove them from the area. He claimed the jobs of 200 fishermen would be 
at stake if the Government attempted to enforce the ban and it would cost the 
North Queensland economy as much as $18 million. The spokesman said: "We are 
involved in a head-on confrontation with the Bjelke-Petersea administration. The 
Government's decision to ban trawling around the Torres Strait group of islands 
is in stark contrast with its denial of land rights to Aboriginal people living 
in the mainland. The Government has effectively granted total sea rights to 
Torres Strait islanders." The Government claims large-scale commercial fishing 
is endangering the islanders’ traditional prawning and pearling industries. 
[Text] [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 14 Dec 31 p 2] 


CSO: 5200/7515 





INDIA 


BRIEFS 


SRI LANKA ‘ATTACK'--Rameswaram, Jan 28 (UNI)--About 15 Indian mechanised fishing 
vessels, operating off the Rameswaram coast in Indian territorial waters, were “at- 
tacked” by Sri Lanka Navy vessels today and fish prawns and nets were seized from 
them, according to Mr P Arulanandam, secretary of the Ver cottu Fisherman's asso- 
ciations. Ina letter to Tamilnadu Fisheries Minister V R Nedunchezian and the 
Director of Fisheries he alleged that such “attacks” on Indian fishing vessels 
which had abated in the past few months had now resumed. [New Delhi PATRIOT in 
English 29 Jan 92 p 1] 


CSO: 5200/7023 











PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


LOS SUBCOMMITTEE SET UP--The cabinet committee has established a subcommittee on 
the Law of the Sea, to manage and control the 200-mile exclusive zone of the 
Philippines. Foreign Minister Carlos Romulo, who announced the formation of the 
subcommittee, said the body will be responsible for decisions and action that will 
profoundly affect our national development. The 200-mile economic zone was estab- 
lished by President Marcos with Presidential Decree 1599 in 1978. The zone covers 
all the seas around the country. The decree established the area as exclusively a 
Philippine zone, where no other country could engage in exploitation of marine 


resources. [Text] [HKO50104 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company in English 
2330 GMT 4 Feb 82] 


CSO: 4220/241 











BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


SQUADRON PATROLS TERRITORIAL WATERS--The special squadron for patrolling Brazilian 
territorial waters south of 20 degrees south latitude today started operating in 
Florianopolis. It is made up of 5 specially-equipped bandeirantes planes. 
[PY160031 Brasilia Domestic Service in Portuguese 2200 GMT 15 Feb 82] 


CSO: 5200/2044 








AMBASSADOR CHARRY INTERVIEWED ON UPCOMING LOS CONFERENCE 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 31 Jan 82 Sec A p 7 


[Report on interview with UN Ambaxsador Hector Charry Samper, by Lucy Nieto de 
Samper; date and place not given] 


[Text] Ambassador Hector Charry says: "We must prepare for the new convention of 
the sea.” 


Colophia’s ambassador to the United Nations, with headquarters in Geneva, Hector 
Charry Samper, who will for the fourth time head the nation's delegation to the 
Conference on the Sea that is soon to convene in New York, cited the importance of 
these discussions, which should lead to the approval of the convention of the sea, 
a joint endeavor achieved over many years which has reached a stopping point because 
the United States Government assumed a stance of “opting not to sign the treaty.” 
Indicating that Colombia has a very clearcut position within the group of 77 develop- 
ing countries "for giving an impetus to the approval of the convention and the 
concerted defense of our interests," Charry Samper s ressed the need “to implement 
Colombia's maritime destiny and to execute a strategy for utilizing the convention 
of the sea." 


Be also remarked that, within the legal framework of that convention, “which makes 
it possible to deal with the differences among the states as a normal phenomenon, 
and not on the basis of anyone's desires or demands,” there is a possibility of 
creating a “rational, friendly and solidary”" atmosphere for resolving the matter 
of the boundary with Venezuela. 


Considering the fact that Colombia has 4 marine area almost equal to its land area, 
and that it has 1,600 kilometers of coast on the Atlantic, and 1,300 kilometers on 
the Pacific, Charry Samper proposes the creation of an Administrative Department of 
the Sea, which would coordinate and speed up operations, and prevent duplication 
of effort. 


Emphasizing the need to approve the convention, or new law of the sea, Charry said: 
"The era has ended when Mr Canning, at the height of the British Empire, could 
declare: ‘The sea separates the nations from one another, and unites them all with 
Great Britain.'” 


[Question] Then what are the prospects for signing the convention of the sea in 
19827? 





[Answer] The convention draft, with 320 articles, is ready. That will be the Consti- 
tution of the Sea. It is the greatest effort in the codifying and development of 
contemporary international law in which 160 nations have participated. It marks 

the preeminent role and leadership of the Third World, and this has been acknow- 
ledged. There is a Latin American historical imprint left in several key institu- 
tions of the new law of the sea. In the past, we had been relegated to considering 
the legal accomplishments of the European and American internationalists. 


However, I am among those who maintain that this is not a mere legal contest, but a 
scientific and technical one. And it is incumbent on all of us to use the regula- 
tory framework of the convention of the wea to derive concrete benefits from the 
ocean resources, and to prevent the ocean from being used to widen the gap between 
the rich countries and the poor ones. It is also our obligation to prevent its 
destruction or pollution, because the new convention does not merely confer rights, 
but imposes obligations as well. 


[Question] Are you confident that the convention of the sea will be signed this 
year? 


[Answer] At the forthcoming meetings in New York, the final step will have to be 
taken to achieve that. A cumulative effort. of over 10 years cannot be wasted; it 
cannot be put off any longer, because that would be detrimental to the interests 

of the international community. I believe chat the great challenge for the rest 

of the 20th century is the sea. Our capacity for addressing it will be gaged herein, 
in an impressive manner. 


[Question] Why is the Reagan government opposed to the convention draft? 


[Answer] The Reagan administration announced suddenly, a few months ago, that it 
wished to revise the consensus that we had reached with the active participation 

of the United States delegation. Then there arose the so-called “option not to sign 
the treaty.” I trust that this will not continue, because it would be a fatal 

blow to the United Nations system as a whole, and to the standards of “negotiation 
in good faith” of treaties. At a time when there are so many signs of war, so much 
disdain for the sovereignty of the weak countries, and so much breaking of interna- 
tional law, the repercussions of such an attitude as that would be unimaginable. 
One could only find a comparable precedent in President Wilson's defeat with the 
Treaty of Versailles. The United States’ failure to join the authority of the sea 
would be as serious, preserving the distances, as its failure to join the League 

of Nations which weakened the latter and made it powerless to contain World War II. 


[Question] What solution do you see for this situation? 


[Anewer] I think that, in New York, a serious negotiation may now begin on the 
United States’ proposals; but, for fundamental reasons, I shall refrain from 
stating them exactly. As a developing country, the philosophy of our position 
should be one in solidarity with the group of 77; to negotiate what is negotiable, 
and to prevent a discreditation of the truly essential principles of the convention 
draft. One cannct act at any UN conference as if one were in a bell jar; one must 
examine the worldwide global context. We need a realistic, viable convention of 








the sea; affordable institutions, with appropriate technology; a rational develop- 
ment of the resources for the benefit of all; and a concrete implementation of the 
“common heritage of mankind" which canrot be relegated to the remote realm of great 
declarations which are impressive but unfulfilled. The Colombian delegation has 
avery clearcut position within the group of 77 developing countries for giving an 
impetus to the approval of the convention and the concerted defense of our interests. 


[Question] Why is the convention of the sea important to the 77 developing countrier? 


[Answer] These countries cannot defend themselves with their unilateral legislation 
as the great powers can; therefore, they reed a universal convention. The develop- 
ing countries did not devise the old law cf the sea, which reflected the interests 
of the maritime powers; but we are co-authors of the new law, which entails the 

de. ~lonization of the seas, and the defense of our resources, which have usually 
been taken advantage of by others. 


The era has ended when Mr Canning, at the height of the British Empire, could 
declare: “The sea separates the nations from one another, ard unites them all with 
Great Britain.” On the other hand, there have appeared superpowers such as the 
USSR, whose fishing fleets enjoy a privileged situation. That cannot continue 
under the aegis of a convention outworn by history. The new law of the sea is a 
key chapter in tne new international economic order that we are trying to build, 
with a sense of justice, despite the resistance and frustration. 


[Question] What institutions in the new convention of the sea do you think reflect 
that search for a more just orde:? 


[Answer] There are many, and the total concept of the new convention, and its 
representative institutions, reflect the effort of the weak countries to protect 
the.r resources, to go in search of lost time and to compete with the maritime 
powers. The authority of the sea will operate in the Caribbean, in Jamaica, some- 
thing whichreflects a change in the centers of world power, and which makes it 
unavoidable and compulsory for Colombia to have a maritime strategy and 4 strategy 
in the Caribbean where there is certainly a desire to lead us to another “cold 
war” with the extracontinental intervention that we must repel in a concerted 
fashion. 


[Question] What are the criteria insofar as the resources of the sea are concerned? 


[Answer] These resources are exceedingly greater than those on land, in nearly all 
the key areas of the economy. Thanks to the progress in science and technology, 
and the new law, their mase-scale development will change the status of the world 
economy before the end of the 20th century. In the convention of the sea, it has 
been established that the marine and submarine resources, transcending national 
jurisdictions, are a “common heritage of mankind". They belong to all of us, and 
not to the maritime powers which have the capital and technology for absorbing 
them. It calls for an authority controlled by an assembly and a council, in 
which we shall be represented, tha. will impose obligations to prevent the pollu- 
tion and destruction of the living species, which is as serious as the privileged 
exploitation by the great powers. Regulations are established in a court of the 
sea, to resolve conflicts in a peaceful and legal manner. There is a prevention 











of unilatecal superiority for demarcating marine and submarine areas of the ccun- 
tries with adjacent or opposite coasts, which is a natural phencaenon, and actually 
compulsory for the countries. 


[Question! So this has an effect on our boundaries vith Venezuela? 


[Answer] Directly and definitively, because what the convention of the sea estab- 
lishes as a philosophy, a method and a concept, to which no one objects, is that, 
in order to make up the “common heritage of wankind”, it is necessary to demarcate 
the national jurisdictions, the territorial waters, the exclusive economic zones, 
and the continental shelves, over a period that may not be artificially delayed, 
with complete respect for the sovereignty and vital interests of both countries 
(which are not unilateral, but rather bilateral); because the same areas and the 
same rights protected by the convention are involved. This creates a legal frame- 
work which will make it possible to deal with the differences among the states as 
a normal phenomenon, and not on the basis cf anyone's desires or demands. This 
will help (I hope) to create a rational, friendly and solidary atmosphere that 
will allow for direct accord or the use of the legal expeiients called for in inter- 
national law, which the convention reinforces, if there is no direct accord, or if 
there is none within a period in keeping with the obligation that the conven :ion 
irposes on the states to exercise their sovereignty in their marine areus, anc 

t> explore, develop and preserve then. 


Quest lon!] Insofar as the exclusive economic zone is concerned, what is its signi- 
fieance to Colombia? 


[Anewer] The exclusive economic zone, which covers 188 miles from the 12-mile 
territorial waters, is not territorial waters nor a continental shelf, nor high 
seas, and belongs to the coastal state which exercises its sovereign rights 

fully over that zone. The purpose of the zone is to protect the marine resources 
of the coastal countries, especially in the area of fishing and such resources as 
minerals and hydrocarbons. It is an exclusive and non-preferential zone. In tne 
case of Colombia, it authorizes us to explore and develop, but also to preserve. 
Third countries can only participate in the development of surpluses of our live 
resources, and may use the freedom of navigation and communication, but adhering 
to our regulations. The zcne has been conceived for the benefit of the residents 
of our coasts, and will require an additional effort to protect our resources. 


[Question] What is the country’s status with regard to the sea aad the protection 
of our resources? 


[Anewer] Great progress has been made during the past few years: There is suitable 
legislation and, insofar as the defense of our sovereignty is concerned, the work 
being done by the National Navy is admirable. But we need more warships and coast~- 
guard vessels, a naval air force and more infrastructure for scientific research. 
We need to create a fishing fleet and to develop contracts for semi-public fishing 
enterprises, as well as to strengthen the Gran Colombia Merchant Fleet. 


Without succumbing to the foolish illusion that problems can be solved on the 
basis of bureaucracy, I propose the creation of an Administrative Department of 








the Sea, such as those which are in existence, attached to the office of the presi- 
dency of the republic, provided with the necessary budget, efficiency and authority; 
because what exists at presert is lack of coordination, and dispersion and duplica- 
tion of functions among countless zovernment agencies, something which makes it 
impossible to menage the resources properly. 


There is a need to implement Colombia's maritime destiny and to prepare and execute 
a strategy for utilizing the new convention of the sea. 


2909 
CSO: 5200/2043 








COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


FISHERIES AGREEMENT WITH JAMAICA--Colombian President Julio Cesar Turbay Ayala 
has signed a fisheries agreement with Jamaica. The agreement allows Jamaican 
vessels to fish in Colombian waters, with limits of 360 metric tons in the 
Cays and Bajo Nuevo zones and 480 metric tons in Serrania Cays. [PA061455 
Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 2330 GMT 3 Feb 82] 


CSO: 5200/2046 
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SOUTH AFRICAN BOAT SEIZED FOR ILLEGAL FISHING 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 12 Feb 82 p 11 
5200/5627 


[Text ] 
cso: 





SEYCHELLES 


BRIEFS 


EMZ REGIONAL SEMINAR--Seychelles will host in April a regional seminar on control 
and protection of exclusive maritime zones. The meeting, scheduled to last a weet. 
will focus on tuna fishing, since it constitutes between 37-40 percent of the 

catch in the economic zones of the following nations expected to attend: Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Comoro Islands, Reunion, Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania and Mozambique. 
[Excerpt] [Victoria NATION in French 25 Jan 82 pp 1, 2] 


CSO: 5200/5628 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


EC COUNTRIES ENTER FISHERIES AGREEMENT W1TH CANADA 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 8 Jan 82 sec III p 6 
/Article by Lars Th. Kjolbye: “Fisheries Agreement With Canada"/ 


/Text/ The EC has entered into its first fisheries agreement with a third-party 
country covering several years. After long negotiations, the EC reached agreement 
with Canada on a pact which will continue in force until the end of 1987. The agree- 
ment opens up opportunities for EC fishermen to operate in Canadian waters, where the 
Canadian codfish are especially attractive. 


It is the West Germans, in particular, who are interested in that area, and parts of 
the German high-seas fleet are already on the way to Canadian waters now that the 
agreement has been concluded. 


Denmark's role in the negotiations regarding Canada consisted of lcsking after 
Greenland's interests. Canada insisted upon its demand that Green.and's fishing 
industry should reduce its salmon catch in Greenland's waters. The reason for that 
was the fact that Canada spends millions of dollars to put out salmon fry which later 
move to Greenland at certain petiods. Therefore, the Canadians found it unsatisfac- 
tory for the Greenlanders to take advantage of the salmons' temporary stopover at 
Greenland to invensify their salmon catching. 


Consequently, there is agreement that Greelarid will be allowed to catch 1,170 tons 
of salmon per year, at the very outside, but that agreement will only be in force 
until 1987. This limiting agreement is to be renegotiated begirning in 1984. 
Originally the Greelanders had asked to be allowed to catch 1,700 tons of salmon per 
year, but they gave in later, encouraged by the fact that that part of the combines 
fisheries agreement only lasted for 2 years. In compensation for fishing rights off 
Canada, the EC will allow Canadian fish products to slip into EC countries at a 
lower tariff rate than in the past. It is primarily Great Britain, in the EC, which 
buys Canadian fish intended for consumption. 


9266 
Cso: 5200/2031 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FRANCE WITHDRAWS OPPOSITION TO EC PACT WITH NORWAY 


Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Dansih 9 Jan 82 p 6 


/Article by Ib Christensen: “France Abandons Opposition to the EC's Fisheries 
Agreement" / 


/Text/ France exploded something of a “bomb” yesterday morning when that country's 
government announced officially that all opposition to the EC's new fisheries agree- 


ment with Norway for 1982 had been abandoned and that the agreement had been 
accepted, to be effective immediately. This about-face in the French position means 
that several hundred Danish cutters will have permission to resume their traditional 
fishing activities in the Norwegian area as of 1200 hours today. Acsording to the 
plan, that activity was to have started on 1 January. 


The French “yes” came unexpectedly, sincethe EC still has not concluded a fisheries 
agreement with the Faeroes. In the past, France has normally stipulated that such 
an agreement must be approved at the same time as the Norwegian agreement. There are 
two main reasons why France now has given up its demand, according to the Danish 
Ministry of Pisheries. 


During the interim negotiations with the Faeroes, which will be continued next week, 
the EC has put forward offers which were good enough that France now expects an 
agreement to be arranged. It had become more and more difficult for France to argue 
in favor of opposition with the other EC members when it eventually became clear that 
the EC Commission had gone as far as it could. 


In the second place, Norway had called for an entirely new renegotiation of the 
entire matter if the EC did not approve the agreement immediately. What effect the 
pressure from Denmark and the other countries had on France is more questionable. 


9266 
CSO: 5200/2031 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


DANISH FISHERMEN'S ORGANIZATION: DUTCH ARE CUTTING NETS 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 8 Feb 82 pt III p 1 
[Article by Ib Christensen] 


[Text] Dutch trawlers have begun destroying the Danish fishermen's fishing equip- 
ment on a large scale in the southern part of the North Sea and in the mouth of 
the English Channel, where there is extensive codfishing at this time of the year. 


The damages have become so extensive that the Denish Salt Water Fishermef's Asso- 
ciation has appealed to the Dutch fishermen's organization to inform the Dutch 
fishermen of Danish fishing methods and the damages that result when the buoy 
marked areas are not respected. 


According to the Danish fishermen the trawlers from the Netherlands do not respect 
the markings, but in many cases sail with their heavy bottom trawls directly into 
the Danish equipment, which is damaged or completely destroyed. 


There is a widely held view among many of the Danish fishermen that the owners of 
the trawlers are wilfully ignoring the sea markings to keep down Danish fishing, 
but such aceisations are not being openly made against the Netherlanders. 


The suspicion is greatly nourished by the fact that Danish fishermen had often 
complained earlier about damaged seines and tackle after collisions with Dutch 
vessels. The Danish cutters come mostly from Hvide Sande. Some 30 to 40 boats 
are engaged all told, and there are cases where the fishermen have had 

50,000 kroner's worth of gear destroyed in a single incident. 


Laurits Térn@s, of the Danish Salt Water Fishermen's Association, says: "There 
have been collisions of this kind at regular intervals, but now after a fairly 
long lull the problem has broken out badly again. 


"We have complained before, and the Netherlanders should realize what they are 
doing. Now we have chosen to believe in the first place that in spite of our 
earlier representations this is being done from ignorance and not from ill will." 


Danish fishermen have gotten compensation for their loss?s earlier through the 
Danish-Netherlands Damages Committee. The Netherlands fishermen use much heavier 
gear than the Danish fishermen, and that is the reason that the collisions rarely 
damage their own equipment. 


8815 
CSO: 5200/2040 
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NORWAY, FAEROES FISHING AGREEMENT--A fishing agreement has been reached for 

this year between the Faeroe Islands and Norway and residents of the Faeroes 
are not given a quota for mackerel in the Norwegian part of the North Sea under 
it nor is the question of a Faeroese capelin quota off Jan Mayen clarified. 

Last year Faeroe-e fishermen had a quota of 1000 tons of mackerel in the Norwe- 
gian part of the North Sea and a quota of 3000 tons north of the 62d parallel. 
Under the new agreement there is a quota of 4000 tons north of that parallel. 
Faerces Prime Minister Pauli Ellefsen says the question of a capelin quota off 
Jan Mayen remains open until it is decided how big the total capelin quota in 
the area will be. The agreement also gives Faeroese fishermen a chance to catch 
7300 tons of cod in Norwegian waters compared to 6300 tons last year. In addi- 
tion the quota for industrial fish was raised by 2000 tons. The Norwegian quota 
for bottom fish off the Faeroe Islands was cut by 1000 tons to 7000 tons and 
Norwegian fishermen cen also catch 71,000 tons of hake off the Faeroes compared 
to 68,000 tons last year. Pauli Ellefsen says that a fishing agreement between 
the Faeroes and EC would probably be approved next week. There is a prospect 
of reaching an agreement on salmon fishing off the Faeroes, he added. [Text ] 
[Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 2 Feb 82 p 5] 6578 


CSO: 5200/2037 
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FISHERIES MINISTER TO WORK FOR MORE STABLE EC PACTS 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 8 Jan 82 sec III p 6 


/Text/ Fisheries Minister Karl Hjortnaes does not like it when France, or other EC 
member countries, refuse to approve a completed fisheries agreement with third-party 


counties for purely tactical reasons, thereby denying Danish fishermen access to 
those countries’ fishing areas, for example, and he wants to prevent it from ever 
happening again. 


Por that reason, Hjortnaes wants to take the initiative in the BC in the near future 
on a proposal which would make the present one-year EC agreements with third-party 
countries framework agreements alsting several years. As the Minister pictures it, 
the agreements would only be renegotiated after a period of 5 years. In fact, the 
EC has already entered into such an agreement with Canada. It will only be possible 
to alter the quotas for the individual types of fish from year to year. 


EC Becoming Unreliable 


Denmark's Deep-Sea Fishing Association has called upon Karl Hjortnaes to exert pres- 
sure in the EC to get its fisheries policy changed in that way. That organization 
considers it indefensible that a country, in caring for its own special national 
interests, should have the opportunity to say “no” at the last moment to an agree- 
ment to which the EC Commission and countries which in other respects, are on the 
outside have agreed. 


Laucits Tornaes, the chairman of Denmark's Deep-Sea Fishing Association, has told 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE: “The EC begins to look like an unreliable negotiating partner 
when something like that happens. France now must be made to realize that that is 
totally unacceptable. Agreements with Norway, Seden and the Faeroes must be nade 
multiyear agreements. “A vigorous political initiative must come from the Danish 
side. France's blocking action is costing both the fishermen and the industry 
money every day. A large number of cutters in Hanstholm and Hirtshals now have 
re-rigged and gone out into the Baltic Sea instead, where large-scale fishing 
operations are already going on.” 


Criticized Belated Negotiations 


"That produces a distortion of the industry's landing pattern. The fishing industry 
cannot live with the uncertainty which results from the annual negotiations. In 
actual fact, for example, Greece and Italy, althouyh they have no interests in 

the area, can also block agreements concerning the North Sea.” Fisheries Minister 
Karl Hjortnaes went into the coming Danish initiative thoroughly for the benefit 

of BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in the following terms: 
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“I have a great deal of sympathy for the idea of introducing framework agreements 
with third-party countries and at present I am considering how we can present the 
idea in the EC and ensure a firmer basis for fisheries relations with those countries. 
There is good reason for taking the matter up at the present time. The agreement 
with Canada will run for 5 years and there is nothing to prevent the other agreements 
from doing the same thing. 


"Some time ago, I criticized the fact that the fisheries negotiations get started so 
late that it is hard to get them finished before New Year's.” 


Karl Hjortnaes stated that he wants to take the initiative in getting the ministers 
of fisheries convened for a meeting on an urgent basis in the present situation if 
the negotiations between the Faeroes and the EC Commission, which are to be resumed 
the week after the 12 days of fruitless negotiations which have just been concluded, 
should also not produce any rosults. 


However, that will only happen if the Belgian chairman does not take the initiative 
to call a meeting. Hjortnaes expects that a result will be obtained, in the mean- 
time, which wil" break the existing fisheries deadlock. 


Catch a Thorn in the Flesh 


The negotiations between the EC and the Faeroes are primarily concerned with shrimp 
and salmon. The BC wants the Faeroes’' growing salmon industry, which now amounts to 
over 1,000 tons a year, to be reduced in accordance with pressure from Great Britain 
and Ireland. The Faeroes' salmon industry is a bit of a “thorn in the flesh” for 
those two because the salmon come from their rivers. 


Por their part, the Faeroes want a right to catch 500 tons of shrimp off Greenland 
because Norway has gotten a quota of 850 tons, but neither Greenland nor Denmark 
thinks that large a quota is justified. France's interest including its demands 
is due to the fact that French cutters traditionally carry on consumer fishing off 
the Paeroes. 
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